hopes. If it is true that Christopher has fallen,

as the Spaniards say (and they alone have re- to
ceived letters about it), what a blow it will be
to that excellent old man, his father, who only
permitted him to expose himself to such dan-
gers, through his for the propagation of the
true religion, and for the relief of those who are
unjustly oppressed by the Spaniards. You judge
rightly about Italy; whenever the Turks gain
possession of it, all the ancient virtue that re*
mains in them will soon be lost, and so the rest
of Christendom will reap a double benefit from
its fall It only remains that I should thank you
for so kindly and liberally offering me your aid,
I would without hesitation accept it, if I were not
sufficiently supplied from other quarters, I have
so learned to be content with a little, that I hope
I shall never be A burden on my friends; still, as
a mark of your           for me, it is most grate-

ful and I             it a kindness.

Vienna,         i.

XXVI
to

I A DM IRE the candour with which you warn
me to              of you* for that is the mean-

ing of your          threats* But there you doey pretend to the character of
